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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationsfsgpe c ondar y s c ho o élpedfamartte nt s’ e (
and their perceived parental attitudésar ent s' ambi ti ons appear to be one o
educational performance. Information has been collected on students in five community middle schools in the
Negombo sea belt durindpe 20262021 academic yeato find out perceived parental involvement on their

academic performance. This research follows a screening model, which develops the instrumental scales that
measures the students’ p er c e inal pedormarece. @he tPaakrsongioductt ud e s
moment correlation coefficient and regression were utilized for data an&ysiisermorepnet testwasused to

determinethe level ofoverall parental attitudes towards secondary level education adrehilThe regession
results indicate that fisher folks” childrewhicmostly p
contributed 26.8 percent towards educatigrerformanceFurthermore regression results further demonstrate

that Authoritarian Brent Attitude and Democratic Parent Attitude were 18.5 percent and 14.49 percent
respectively towards educatial performance while encouraging students in terms of decisions for traditional

fishingrathert han t hei r chi |l dr e n rosuctmanzmt eomelaton €oefficiant iedicateRlata r s o n
three sub dimensions of parental attitusesderately impaetd on secondary level education of fisHelk
children in the Negombo sea beltHo we v er , when the parents’ Democr ati

authoritarian attitudes increabe a st u d e alpéerfermaace decreatdiutoparceivd parenal attitude
has a moderate impact on secondary level educational performance ofdikiahildren inthe Negombo sea
belt in Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Paental attitudessecondary levedducatimal performance, middle level community schgdisher
folk children.

I. Introduction

Family is the most pivoting and influential social entity in socializihdgdrenwhen theylearn social rolesvhich

values are pasgd down from generation to generation (T&rBalogly, 2013 Ersoy & Ugur,2015. For a child,

the first social and educational environment is the family. Consequently, parents are answerable to create the right
i nitiati on o f throuphifocudedactiors,dandcthaciugh the prevailing psychosocial climate in the
family. Forthe past two decades, social science researchers have sought to quantify parental involvement on the
educational performance of secondary school children (M2@i}). Halle et al. {997 emphasized that of low
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income minorityf a mi mathers with higher education hgrbatere x pect at i ons édacatioalhei r c¢ch
performance.Research on parenting also has shown that @hexhtication is related to a warm, social climate

in the home.Early childhood education with stropgrenal involvement is a healthy situation armbntinuously
communicating them to strive for their best in whatever they are doing will result in impastésl/ements
(Stagelin,2002). Majoribanks R002 stres®d that inequalities in educational and occupational achievement

among students of diverse socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic backgieyraistively associated with children

and theirachievemenin schooland school activitiesMany researchers have argued that in urban paEasital

involvement may be especially salient because of high family dissolution rates, numerqasdnioworking

families, anda uniquelifestyle (Hamptonet al, 1998. Therefore, the importance of educatigary specifically

its effectivenesshas become quite a provocative and rapid burst of growth with parental attitudes in the recent
past.Cheung and Pomerantz(Q1129 discuss parenigho can show their children that trusting school is important

when they get too involved in school activities. Furthermore, encouragement of doing well in school and taking

the lead to a conversion of future academic goals for children is comp(Guiljams& Beran,2009. Parental
attitudes towards children’s education can be personi
be involved at school level i.e., communicating frequently with the teacher regarding student mattees nmodu

in the classroom or schband organising school evenBut some parents are involved more at the home level

by helping with homework or offering time to do their homework, but not acquainting or connecting frequently

with the school. Bordhar2(14) emphasized that the most important attribute of parental attitude is consistency,

as children mature into adolescence and parental involvement remains vital for their edusatiomddry level

education prformance

1.1 Fishing Community in Negombo Sea-Belt

Srii Lanka’s literacy rate is outstanding when compare
educational levels of fishermen are lower than the average literacy ratecolititey(Ragavaret al.,2015 and

similarly, higher educational achievements. Previous research has further explained that due to childhood poverty
children could have low academic achievements as well as drop out of school earlier than others (Nanayakkara,
2020. However, the Ministry of Educationsudy commi ssi oned for “Education fo
data is cited on the l|literacy rates of hinggomnwnites y gr ou
have a seventgix percent (76%) male literacy and sixtyx giercent (66% female literacy rate but were
considerably higher than those of other working groups from urban and rural areas (MaddpxRagavanet

al. 2015 have suggested that three major reasons for low levels of education, such as relatively higher income

with independence, eighty percent of active fishers have attended only primary schools and most fishermen (82%)
were with primary educational level. The author further explained that due to traditional fishing knowledge

gained through experience from thelildhood makes children selihotivated towards fishing activities without
consideringeducation (Ragavaet al.,2015. Some other reasons which were identified by researchers on higher
educational motivation are the number of young dependents inilg {&munatilake,2007). There is a negative

perception in society for fishers, which adversely affect the social reputation of the fish&agav4, et al.,

2019, and this could adversely affect c hifiilldgeseandthe per c e
prevalence of poverty have prevented many figbke children not only receiving higher education but even

basic primary and secondary education (Amarasinghes).

1.2 Gaps in Previous Literature

Shute et al(2017) groupecthespe i f i ¢ aspects that refer to parent al i n
academic achievement into two main categories: home activities and school activities. Further, in the same
research paper the author discussed pat@td discussions as thiedt category including conversations between

parents and their children relating to school activities, programs, school plans, the degree to which parents presume

that their children will perform well in school as well as parental aspirations and eiqrextaittitudes by which

parents demonstrate and communicate the values, behaviour, and standards that their children are expected to
adopt namel y, parenting styl e, reading at home (par e
parentschdci ng chil d’'s homework, and home rules and superyv

The second category includes specific variables such as: pateacher communication, parents
attending school activities, parents volunteering at schoolLieteer et al.(2002 have examined o parenting
behaviour, namely structure of the home envdandit® nment |,
outcome.Cui et al.(2002)studied specific behaviour such as harsh parenting, nurturing, and warmth. In contrast,
Christenson an&heridan 2001) have indicated that the four key elements for improving parental attitudes are:
approach; attitudes; atmosphere; and actiblarshallet al. 19949 pr oposed that the paren
precise views and hopes regarding theirchiie n” s educati onal performance ar e
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and educational environment so that they can excel in post schooling endeavours. Singriviler (2001)

noticed that parents with high educational background were more likely to pheljdat home than needucated
parentsLaRocque et ali2011) found that parents struggled in school and did not get the support they required

may think |Iike the educati on sy sotfeelmadéquateitd helgthiehidl he m, wh
at home.

Gap 1: Exploring the mechanisms connectipgrental attitude (PA)o secondary level education
performance (SLERYegarding conceptual disparitjélsis necessary to revisit the conceptual understanding of
relationship betweeRA and SLEPThe relationship betwedPA andSLEPmay not be static or constant across
time. Therefore, it is necessary to condiegearchin PA studies based on Primary data to fulfil the gap in
empirical research

Unfortunately, the conceptualization of parentaikiade in this study is narrow and constrained by the
variables accessible in the data sets. The conceptual umbrella of parental attitude has bextermesn to
comprise a variety of parental attitualeddimensions that do not comprehessy enterthe existing relationship
into the Sri Lankan contextFascinagd with the idea that research leads to the argument that the source of our
discontent is found ithelack ofresearctandstudies irthelocal contexwill affect theknowledge gapetween
SLEP and PA. The importance of developing and applying alternative conceptualizations of parentad iattitude
apparent. Thus, the current parental attitude framework serves to describe rather than explain the effects of
inequality on educational outcomes.

Gap 2: Eexploring the mechanisms connecting PA to SLE#Rjarding conceptual disparitiésis
necessary to revisit the conceptual understanding of relationship betweandPAEP, into the Sri Lankan
context

Hence, t hi s r eseampedeivaeakifnded toveasds parentsi fdr theireeducational
performaeceédbpic was selected since many children in
and only a small percentage of children are motivated for higher educational achievametiteracy level of
the socially marginalised and unprivileged mass is found to be much lower than that of the rest of the society.
This may be caused by various factors such as-smtinomic status, parental attitudes, their interest in educating
their children, and being aware of education.gBordhan,2014). Parents of unprivileged and socially
marginalized children are not highly in favour of schooling and educating their children. Some research has further
explained that due to childhood powerthildren would have low academic achievements as well as dropping out
of school earlier than others (Nanayakk&®?0. The fisheries sector has a higher generational link in terms of
occupation. Researchers have found three major reasons for thigdrigrational link as (1) low level of
education, (2) rare alternative employment opportunities and (3) relatively higher income with independence
(Squire& Wijayaratne2008. In addressing the research problem, this study is guided by the followaagyales
guestions: The main purpose of the current study is to examine the relatloetsbeprperceivel parental attitude
and educational performanegé thesecondary level. Therefore, in general, this study will address the following
questions(1) Is there a positive relationship betwefsher folks t u d BAahdgheir perceptions BLEP? (2)

Is there a positive relationship betwegra r e nt a | ‘ D e n{bA), rAathoiitarian Attitudie(AA) dnel
Protective Demanding attitud®DA) on SLEP? Basedon the two research questions, the main objective of the
study is as follows:

ATo examine the i nter adparénalinattitede bnesedonddryeldvele e n p ¢
educatiomlper f or manceo. To find t he aatady attemtsto developt wo r e s
two research objectives, (1) to examine the relationship between parental attitude and secondary level
educatioml performance, (2) to examine the relationshigt ween parent al 6)Democr at
Authoritarian Attitude (AA) and Protéive Demanding attitude (PDA) on SLEP

Weinger and Annette2003 report that pupils from a lower social status lack financial or economic capital, and
their parents find it difficult to provide their needs, such as textbooks, notebooks, stationerpthimd c
requirements. Due to these imbalances, especially when a child lacks these facilities, it turns into a disadvantage
in school. Therefore, it is becoming inherently difficult for the lowkiss community to thrive in academic
success.While mainaining two elements of their language and religion, the fisher families thus tend to build a
strong culture supported by Catholic missionaries that cannot be separated from their lives, which may
differentiate them from the odh communities in the distticThe National Examination Countilsesults of

learners in this area has shown that there is a notable difference between fisher folk communities and the rest of
the uban and semirban communitiesWagner (993 claimed that the impact of the sociapast of the
educational performance of children in rural and urban communities has been neglected, especially with regard to
their ability to read and writeThe study further explains that due to a traditional fishing knowledge gained
through experiencdtom their childhood, makes children setibtivated towards fishing activities while paying

less attention to education, which may have resulted in the lack of higher educational motivation ameng fisher
folk children(Ragavan et al2015). Furthermore, @search has explained that living in a community where the
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main livelihood is agriculture or fishing, the interest in education remains low (Arunatilak@, This indicates

that agriculture and fishing enviom(@manasngte?09n dgat i vel y
result, education and powerlessness have excluded youth from the mainstream of development (Amarasinghe,
2009.

Il. Literature Review
The following section contains relevant past works that provides the necessary backgraohisdstudys

Parental Democratic Attitude

Henning 013 suggested that Uri Bronfenbrenner’'s Ecologic
effects of parental invol vement in theirols.Thisstudhyr en’ s a
is based on the ecological systems theory developed in the year 1977 and introduced in 1989, which focuses on

the individual and the environments they experience. Pe@/) discussed the theory basically formulated to

explain theacadent achievement of different levels in society which encompasses school, family, community,

and social factorHenning 2013. The author begins with the immediate environment (microsystem), and then

expands out to encompass the culture in which the ahliding (macrosystem) (Henningp13. According to

the ecological systems theory, the most important aspect is the four types of systems which contain roles, nhorms

and rules that shape development (Kib&afddirangy 2014). Four different systems affeatdeveloping person.

Kibaaraand Ndirangu(2014) discussed that the family, school, peers, church, classroom, or systems in the
immediate environmnt belongs to the microsysteBronfenbrenneri989 al so di scusses the i
member in the micrgsst em i nf | uenc e s (HenmirgR20L3 po 239).eWhennveo rmicre@gystems

are interacting such as the school and home of a child it will develop the system of Meso in this system. The
mesosystem would focus o ntonshipdetweenidre and echowl.€Tkersante authore hi | d
further emphasized that tlexosystemnis environment related to individuals and is not explicitly involved and is
external to his or her experience, waghbodrspmassimediat anc e
and family friends. The macrosystem refers to the att
parent’s work schedule and relationship between schoc
exosysten{Bronfenbrenner] 989 Henning 2013.

LaRocque et al(2011) describe parentalattitudeas family involvementd e f i ni ng it as p é
caregivers” invest ment ipnlld). Kiegueaddtldetekliogu @009 dategorizedi r ¢ hi |
parental attitudes as being important variables that impact the socialization of a child in Turkey, into three types:
Democratic Parent Attitude, AuthoritariaRarent Attitude and Protectivdemanding Parent Attitude.

Eldeleklioglu (L996 discusses childrewho are raised in democratic environments are more inclined to have an
enhanced mental developmeitore importantly parents with democratic attitudes towards their children manage
their behaviours more rationally and recognize them as individuals wteloge independent personalities
(Kulaksizogly 2008 Ersoy& Ugur,2015. Kuzgun (1972 discussedhat democratic parental attitude is the most
beneficialapproach for a child to realizgbout themselveéErsoy & Ugur, 2015. The relationship between

stu d e rdlf-esteem and parental attitudes in Turkish sogi@gdemir et al2012). This studyconcluded that a
democratic parent attitude is the best attitdior character developmehrtowever,Baldwin (1995 found that a
democratic attitude hadapos i ve i mpact on (Bsoy&HhJgur,d013% devel opment

Parental Authoritarian attitudes

Ogunsolaetal2019el abor ated, how parental factors influence s
of human capital in educatiavhichis opene equally to everyone. But the secret behind the success of education

is parental involvement with student attainmedtrnby and Lafaele £017) includes homéased parental

attitudes such as listening to children read and supervision of homework aaswsthocbased parental

involvement such as attending parent education workshops and-peaeher meeting®omerantzt al.(2007)

stressed that the effectiveness of both hdiamed and schoblased facilities are methods that improves academic
performance.Authoritarian attitudes directed their children to achieve their desired expectations under constant
supervision. In this process, even minor mischief of children are not unheeded, but are emphasized, and an effort

is made to correct them. Childremised with an authoritarian attitude, either become silent, docile and meek or
resentful ancgggressivg¢Sargin, 200; Ersoy& Ugur,2015. However, most researchers argue that in both cases

the child is full of hatred and fear. Bilal$84 concludes thacontrasted to authoritarian parents, parents that
demonstrate democratic attitudes will extend more comfortability in terms of social adaptation and education
(Ersoy & Ugur, 2015. Aut hori tarian attitudes hinder wmtlandl dr en’ s
influenced by outside inspections. Furthiieauthor elaborated thateakekind of attitudes will lead children to

increase violence leveéspecially for boys and decrease the level ofreslpect.
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Protective Demanding Parental Attitude

Functionalist Theory and its perspectives further elaborate that to achieve academic success it is essential that the
individual’'s scholarly attainment, gi v edf famiies ernt s mor
parents tend to favour knosdge enhancing socialization, children from the lower category of parents face severe
problems.Due to the lack of social attributes in low class families, parents are not able to manage their vocabulary
and informal learning with schoolt will further affect their children in achieving their educational success due
to their poor intellectual environment. This theory explains that learning happens in a social context through a
reciprocal interaction between the individuahvironment,and behaviour (Badura,2001). Individuals are
capable of learning not only from their own experience but also from the experience of those who are around
them. This is observational learning, and it has fourfanbtions: attentional processes, retention processes,
prodiction processes and motivational processes (Bandied).

Family circumstances can play a major role in pa
longitudinal study conducted by DeWitt et é20(3 revealed that students who reported to haaents with
more positive attitudes towards science tended to have higher educational and occupational science aspirations.
Fakeye 2010 showed that there was a positive relationshi
achievements. Theycodser atti tude to an individual’'s way of see
assert that itaries from person to persdersoyandUgur (2015 stressed that these children are enabled to decide
for themselves andiould not be able to do anythimgthout asking others, and even they express their desires by
whining due to poor entrepreneurial skills. Since parents are not given an environment in which to improve their
manipulative skills, these children are embarrassing, inelegant, and showlp@on§idence.

Present Study

This aim of the present study was to examine the relations between PA and SLEP of fisher folk sttidents in
Negombo sea belf his study has developed Four hypotheshih is explained belowbivariate (H1, H2 and
H3) and descriptivanalysis(H4).

H1: There is a significant relationship between Democratic Parent Attitwdgrds secondary level
educational performance of fishirik children in the Negombo sea belt in Sri Lanka.

H2: There is a significant relationshijgtweenAuthoritarian Parent Attitudeowards secondary level
educational performance of fishfaik children inthe Negombo sea belt in Sri Lanka.

H3: There is a significant relationship betwd#notective Demanding Parent Attitugevards secondary
levd educational performance of fishfak children inthe Negombo sea belt in Sri Lanka.

H4: The level ofParendl Attitude is not high amondjsherfolk children inthe Negombo sea belt in Sri
Lanka.

Perceive Parental Attitude

Democratic Parent Attitud®/D1
P

\ Education
Authoritarian Parent AttitudévD2 H2 > Performance

DV

Protective Demanding Pareait
Attitude-1IVD3

H4

Figurel: Research Model
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I1l. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research design

This research adopted quantitative research in the form of asgossnal study in which data was collected

across a population and employs a screening model. The study questionnaires were admin§@stddents

who were selectedapplying the stratified cluster sampling technique. The questionnaire on the students
perceiving parental attitudes is a s#level oped questionnaire regarding ¢
demographic detailslt consistsof items which range from educational performance with children, Democratic

Parent Attitude, Authoritarian Parent Attitude and Protective Demanding Parent Attitude. The questionnaire for

the students consists of a section for demographic profile andrsectidhree different characteristics which are

directly related to parental attitudes. A relational screening model is applied to determine the presence or degree

of co-change between two or more variabléiagsen et al.2012).

Participants

Thisresearch focuses on the students studying in®thetB and 10th grade from five community public middle

schools in this area, where some are bilingual and use both the Tamil and Bimipa¢ege. Data collection was

undertaken in the Sri Lanka Seathial Negombo, located in the Gampaha district. With a lower rate of school
enrolment and high rate of dropouts in grades, the sea belt in Negombo has an under privileged and minority
population for its abortive basic education. Parents have been greatlyeid in traditional fishing paying less
attention to their children’s educational success. T
sampling.

Research Instruments

The study instruments used for the purpose included iet@sviand questionnaires. Fiseparatesbut

equivalently structured three section questionnaires were prepared to collect data from the five ethnic groups of
students. The first section of the questionnaire seeks out information on demographic datalgnehfenthe

second section expected the respondents to pursue their views on parental involvement and aéducation
performance. The third part focused on student acad
perceived parental attitudes, the¢&ved Parental Attitude Scale developed by Kuzgun and Eldelekli@d)(

was employed in the study. The scale consists of 40 questions and thdimenbions. These are, Democratic

Parent Attitude, Authoritarian Parent Attitude and Protective Demgnidarent Attitude. Scoring high in the

scale is taken as an indicator of the fact that parental attitude is high in the given dimensions. Perceived Parental
Attitude Scale is a-point Likert scale. Participants ratdems on a scale of 1 to 5. Partiaips stated their
attitudes to each item by selecting one of the categ:
“Strongly disagree”. The internal consistency coeffic
.89 for thedemocratic attitude, .82 for the protectidemanding attitude and .78 for the authoritarian attitude

(Kuzgun& Eldeleklioglu,2005. The Researcher developed a new scale to measure edatatoformance in

secondary level childrenThe Cronbach alpheeliability coefficient reported in the new scale of education

performance is .78. The reliability coefficient obtained after ther&test method run in-@&eek intervals is .79.

A high score obtained from the scale after converting reverse codediitticates the education performance.

The 6item scale, which includes 4 positive and 2 negative items,-igo@b Likert scale.

Method of Data Collection

After the pilot study the questionnaire was used as an instrument in this research. ahit iedleassume that

the data collection devices reflect the genuine feelings and thoughts of the students, and the results of the data
collection can be generalized for the students who are living within the Negombo sea belt. The Questionnaire to
elicit relevant information about the demographic data of the students, perceived parental attitudes and academic
performance were used. Data was collected between July and August 2021 under the restriction of COVID 19. It
was a limitation for the study due torse traveling restrictions and face to face discussibhis research is

limited to the parents whose children are living in the Negombo fishing community. The schools in which the
study was conducted were determined through random selection. Scho@atsiric selected schools were
apprised and their help was sought in overseeing the study. The data was collected on a voluntary basis. The
research topic was explained to the students before
answes were candid, they were informed about the aim and the importance of the study and that their personal
identification information and data collection would be kept anonymous. Moreover, students were informed on
how to respond to the data collection todlke students took approximately 35 minutes to answer the questions.
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IV. Discussions and Findings

The data from the study was analysed using the SPSS 19.0 statistics package program. In order to determine
whether there is a significant relationship betwéhe suklimensions of perceived parental attitudes (democratic
attitude, protectivalemanding attitude, and authoritarian attitude) of students and their secondary level education
performance, the Pearson Proditiment Correlation Coefficient method svaitilized Simple regression

analysis is used in a situation where one independent variable is hypothesized to affect one dependent variable
(Sekaran& Bougie,2010. H1, H2 and H3 is hypothesized in a similar method thaindependent variable
affectsthe dependent variable. The simple regression analysis is employed in this study to test the hypothesis
below. The coefficient of determination, R2 indicates the goodness &its the percentage of variance in the
dependent variable that is explainey the variation in the independent variable (Seka&aBougie, 2010.

According to Sekaran and Bougiz0(L0), the one sampletest is used to test the hypothesis that the mean of the
population from which a sample is drawn is equal to a comparisonasthadd the difference between the
assumed mean and observed mean would be tested using one dastple t

Demographic characteristics

This research was carried out among 399 secondary level school students who live in the Negombo sea belt. The
distribution of students classified by clusters is shown in Fig.1. The highest numtd axfe the students from
Pitipana, 98 students from Duwa, Kuttiduwa 77, Mankuliya 55 and Pitipana Veediya followed by 27. On average,
the student s’ aapeold(sean=l5cstandard devation=al.81R)qTable 1). In terms of students,
majority of the students (59%) are boys and girls (41%) (see Figure2).

TablelDescri ptive of Students’ Age

Minimum Maximum Mean Median Standard
deviation
Student 14 16 15 15.53 4.812

In terms of student grades (see Figure 3), the majority of the students (52%) are from grade 10, only a small
amount of them are from grade 9 (27%) and grade 8 (21%) respectively. Figure 4 depicts how students respond
abouttheir parents. According to the analysis, 44% of students are very proud about their parents and 33% of
them are also proud of the parents. It indicates that almost 77% of children are proud about their parents. Only
11% of them are not particularly proofithem and 7% of them do not admire their parents. Furthermore, 5% of

students communicated their perceived parental behavi
&
—
PITIPANA VEEDIYA DUWA PITIPANA MAMNKULIYA KUTTIDUWA

Figure 2. Number of Students Respondents According to Clusters in Negaalbelt
The results of findings are shown in Table 2. Accord

them did not attend any school, 121 (30%) of them proceeded from primary school, 111 (28%) proceeded from
middle school, 89 (23%) dhem progressed from high school but not one of them graduated from a university or
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studied beyond the graduate | evel. As for students
school, 122 (31%) of them proceeded from primary school(3@%) of them proceeded from middle school, 13

(3%) of them proceeded from high school and not one of them graduated from a university or studied beyond
graduate level. As for number of siblings, 21 (5%) of the students have one sibling, 52 (13%juafahts Have

two siblings, 118 (29%) of the students have three siblings, and 127 (32%) of the students have four or more
siblings and 81 (21%) of them have five or more siblings. As for parents marital status, 334 (84%) of the students
stated that eithaheir parents were married, 42 (11%) of the students stated that their parents were divorced and
23 (5%) of the students stated that their parents were separated.

= Number of Students-Boys #. Number of Students-Girls

(T e

TN

(O
N\

@

RAD

m
o]
(9]
o}
>
)
m
©
(9]

RADE 10

Figure 3: Distribution d student grades and fale, female behaviour

Table2: Findings on the general structure of the group

N Percentage (%0)
Mother’s Education Level
Not attendof any school 78 19%
Primary school 121 30%
Secondary school 111 28%
High school 89 23%
University and above 0 0%
Father’s Education Level
Not a graluate of any school 143 36%
Primary school 122 31%
Secondary school 121 30%
High school 13 3%
University and above 0 0%
Number of Siblings
One 21 5%
Two 52 13%
Three 118 29%
Four 127 32%
Five or more than five 81 21%
Parents marital staters
Married 334 84%
Divorced 42 11%
Separate 23 5%
Total 399 100%
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Not prOLl?d) not know

7% 5%
Not W
part:c;ltlgrly Ver proud
S 33%

Figure4: Students prediction about their parents

In terms of student perception towards their school (see Figure 5), only 6 percent (23 students) are very proud
about their schools and 3udents (9%) are satisfied with the schools. According to the respondents only 15%

of students are only satisfied or very satisfied with their present schools. On the other hand, Figure 4 portrays that
more than 85% of the respondents are not satisfitidl their school, but 143 respondents show their instant
feelings as not particularly satisfied. A total amount of 154 respondents are not satisfied with the school and it
was 39% from the sample and 45 students (11%) were totally dissatisfied with tioaik sc

180
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20 . l
0
Very satisfied Satisfied Not Particularly Not satisfied. Do not know
satisfied

Figure5: Student perception towardshool
Findings on the Sub-dimensions of the Parental Attitude Scale and Education Performance

This section is dedicated to detailed analysis of data gathered on each of the variable. First, dstatiitose

are presented for each of the variable detailing the responses given to the questions. It will be followed by the
correlation analysis to study the relationship of each sub dimension of independent variable to the dependent
variable. The refere® is made to the following scale to measure the strength of the relationship. Finally,
regression analysis will follow to measure the impact of each sub dimensions of the independent variable on the
dependent variable. Is there a significant relationbktpveen the sutlimensions of perceived parental attitudes
(parenting style and parenting behaviour of home environment) of secondary school students and their education
performance? In this part of the study, the results of the analysis are presentbditar there is a significant
relationship between the swalimensions of perceived parental attitudes of secondary school students and their
education performance.
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Figure6: Scale of value of the correlation coefficient
Source: Saunders et al. (201)6) 545

Descriptive Statisticand normality ofvariables
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Figure 7: Histogram and probiity plot for sub dimension Perceive Parental Attitude
(Democratic Parent Attitude)
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Figure 8: Histogram and probaibji plot for sub dimension 2 perceive parental attitude
(Authoritarian Parent Attitude)

Figure 7 to 10 displays the histogram for the three sub dimensions of independent vdDiaimesrétic Parent

Attitude, Authoritarian Parent Attitude and Protectivenianding Parent Attitudlend the dependent variable of
secondary level school performance. The data needs to be distributed so that parametric tests can be conducted
by using various statistical, numerical, and graphical techniques. The most fundaassualption in
multivariate analysis is normality which refers to the shape of the data distribution for an individual variable and
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its correspondence to the normal distribution (Hair et al., 2014). It is important to understand whether the data is
following the normal distribution for each variable, (univariate normality) and the combination of variables in
addition to the individual variables, (multivariate normality) before carrying out the multivariate analysis for the
data collected.
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Figure9: Histogram and probability plot for sub dimension 3 perceive parental attitude
(Demanding Parent Attitude)
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Figure 10: Histogram and probability plot for Dependent Variable
(Secondary Level Education Performance)

According to the datésee Figure 78 and 9) it is apparent thdbemanding Parent Attitude having the lowest

mean among all indicators, and it is also possible to observe average mean scores fetatesttatic Parent

Attitude (3.816) andAuthoritarian Parent Attitudé3.884). Studentsguceived parental attitudes in the fisher folk
community has not been sufficiently developed in order to promote a strong educational performance among
secondary level students. This is also noticeable from the lower mean of current perceived patahtsl sl

sub dimensions. The standard deviation of dimensions related to parental attitudes, while sub dimensions are
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relatively higher than dependent variables and vary between 063087. This explains that the parental attitude
amongst fisher folk @rents varies substantially, and some attitudes have evolved with the edilcation
performance slightly and some have (d¢manding parental attitude=3.787Further considering educatain
performance, mean score values are more than four (3.4) ipdime Likert scale (see FigurgQ). It is also
discernible that secondary level educatigrerformance is a challenge in the schools which has shown a marginal
poor mean score. Standard deviation of dimension related to educational performance istiisly telaer
compared to parental attitude dimensions and it was 0.4810. This explains that the educational performance levels
among students in the Negombo sea belt vary noticeably from the mean value and is not constant.

Relationship between Demaatic parental attitudes and secondary level education performance
This section will analyse data related to Democratic Parent Attandesducational performance. The average

mean is 3.816 (see Figure 7). It indicates that respondents have a potitide &hwards democratic parental
attitude towards educational performance.

Fitted Line Plot: Democratic Parental Attitude
DV = 2.088 + 0.3589 IVD1

5 0.434827
5.0 L L R-Sq 18.5%
R-Sq(ad)) 18.3%
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Figure 1. Secondary.evel EducationPerformance/ersesDemocraticParentalAttitude

Table 3: R Squared value for Democratic parental attitude

Model R R Square Adjusted R Std. Error for P value VIF
Square the estimate
1 0.3783 0.185 0.1829 0.43487 0.0000 1.000

(a): Predictors (constantpemocratic parental attitude

R? value of 0.185 indicates that the contribution of democratic parental attitudeslsoedaication performance
is 18.29%.

Table 4: Pearson Correlation of parenting style and secondary level education performance
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Pearson Produdfloment Correlation Coefficient analysis was conducted to determine whether there was a
significant correlation between the scores from the democratic attitude FhalesSignificance Value (P) for
democratic parental attitle is 0.000 (P < 0.000). The null hypothesiid) is rejected, and the alternative
hypothesis ld1a) is accepted. One of the sdbmensions of the parental attitude scale, and the scores from
educational performance scale indicated a positively signtficarrelation between the variables ¢.430,

p<.001). Hence, the relationship between democratic parental attitude and academic performance is confirmed.

The Pearson Correlation of value480 shows that democratic parental attitude has a moderatelyvposit
relationship to education performance. As the democratic attitude sSoorease in a family, theducatioal

performance scoréacreaseIn other words, an increase in the amaurit

decreasé n a
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Figure 12: Pearson Correlation of Democratic Parental Attitude and Secondary Level Education

Relationship between Authoritarian parental attitudes and secondary level education performance
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Table5: R Squared value fakuthoritarianparental attitude

Model R R Square Adjusted R Std. Error for P value VIF
Square the estimate
1 0.2872 0.1449 0.1427 0.44538 0.0000 1.000

(a): Predictors (constantjuthoritarianparental attitude

R? value of 0.1449 indicates that the contribution of authoritarian parental attitudes towards education
performance is 14.49%.
Table 6: Pearson Correlationathoritarian and secondary level education performance

Pearson Produdtiloment Correlation Coefficient analgsiwas conducted to determine whether there was a
significant correlation between the scores from the authoritarian attitude scale. The Significance Value (P) for
authoritarian parental attitude is 0.000 (P < 0.000). The null hypothd8® (s rejected, ad the alternative

hypothesis d2a) is accepted. One of the sdbmensions of the parental attitude scale, and the scores from
educational performance scale indicated a positively significant correlation between the variablég4(

p<.001). Hence, theelationship between authoritarian parental attitude and academic performance is confirmed.

The Pearson Correlation of value 0.474 shows that authoritarian parental attitude also has a moderately positive
relationship to educational performance. As thdauitarian attitude scores increase in a family, the educational
performance scores increase. I n other words, an incre

a decrease in a student’'s educational performance.
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Figure 14: Pearson Correlation of Authoritarian Parental Attitude and Secondary Level Education.

Table 7: R Squared value for protective demanding parental attitude

Model R R Square Adjusted R Std. Error for P value VIF
Square the estimate
1 0.3456 0.2678 0.2456 0.43267 0.0345 1.000

(a): Predictors (constant)rotective demanding parental attitude

R2 value of 0.2678 indicates that the contribution of authoritarian parental attitudes towards education
performance is 26.78%.
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Relationship between protective demanding parental attitudes and secondary level education performance

Fitted Line Plot: Protective Demanding Parental Attitude
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Figure 15: Secondary Level Education Performance verses Protective Demanding Parental Attitude

Table 8: Pearson Correlation of authoritarian and sexrgridvel education performance

The Pearson Produbtovement Correlation Coefficient analysis was conduatedietermine whether there was
a significant correlation between the scores from the authoritarian attitude scale. The Significance Value (P) for
protective demanding parental attitude is 0.000 (P < 0.000). The null hypothH&sis i$ rejected, and the
alternative hypothesid{3a) is accepted. One of the sdimensions of the parental attitude scale, and the scores
from education performance scale indicated a positively significant correlation between the variahE&ly(

p<.005). Hence, the relationshigetween authoritarian parental attitude and academic performance is confirmed.
The Pearson Correlation of value 0.581 shows that protective demanding parental attitude has a moderately
positive relationship to education performance. As the protectiverdingpattitude scores increase in a family,
the educatioalper f or mance scores increase. I n other word
demanding attitude results in a decrease in a stu
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Figure 15: Peamn Correlation of Authoritarian Parental Attitude and Secondary Level Education

Relationship between parental attitudes asdcondary levet¢ducation performance

Table9: The mean, standard deviation, and standard error values of tidgnseisionf the parental attitude
scale and the education performance scale

N Mean Standard deviation
Democratic attitude 399 3.8156 0.5764
Protective /Demanding attitude 399 3.8836 0.5058
Authoritarian attitude 399 3.7873 0.5106
Education performance 399 3.4570 0.4810
Total 399

Thi s research specified that s t-dimkesiont &€ calqulatednals = f r om
3.816+0.5764 for democratic attitude, points from protective/Demanding attituetirsahsion is calculated as
X=3.8836+£0.5058 points from authoritarian attitude sdimension is calculated as X7873t0.5106, and points

from education performance questionnaire is calculated as X=3.457+0.4810. Throughout, the findings of this
study showed that the perceived parental attgudestudents who form the sample of this study is assessed, it is
observed that student s mostly perceive theia parent
performance of students is evaluated. Based on these results, it is concludedstivatetits who perceived the

attitudes of their parents as democratic will have a motivation towards secondary level educatiesulief

the study suggest that the correlations betwaénhe subdimensions of perceived parental attitudes and
educatbnal performance are significant. Results also showed that, the democratic attitude exhibited by parents,
increases a sd pedoemancé. Howeverp whart theopmotectilemanding and authoritarian

attitudes are wakly favourable and positivedtvards educatia performance.

Hypothesis 4 assumes that the level of parental att{{ltie p > 4)is greatly impaetd on secondary
level educatioal performance amontiefisher folk children in Negombo, Sri Lanka.

One sample t test is conducted iderto test whether the level of parental attitude is highly impact on
secondary level education performance among fisher folk children in Negombo Sri Lanka and hence the decision
criterion is first developed. If parental attitude level is higher thamtidelle value (Level 4) it is possible to
confirm that 4 (agree) is high among secondary level student in Negombo see belt Sri Lankpoint & ikert
scale usually the mid value is considered as centre hence itis possible to consider level SiamthEdeasmun
and Ostrom, 2011oint.
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Table 10:0One samplé-test result

Test value=0
t df Sig. (2tailed) Mean difference 95% Confidence interval of the
difference
Lower Upper
v 13.370 399 0.00000 3.8288 3.7766 3.8811

In order to testhte hypothesis H4, one sample t test is conducted in SPSS 20 considering the comparison value as
3.00 and confidence interval as 95 percent due to the requirementtafldast. It is important to note that SPSS
significance value cannot be acceptedepeated null hypotheses, since the significance is provided for the two

tailed test. Therefore, comparing the t value with the critical value is the most appropriate method. Due to this
reason, the relevansstatistic is calculated using student'stdidrut i on tabl e considering
= 0.05) and the degree of freedom as 399. The critical value in student's t distribution table is 0.3510 (Levine et
al., 2010, p.617). Table 10 depicts the outcome of the SPSS test.

Table 11: One sampletést result

Variable Hypothesis Mean T-test result  df Critical Hypothesis
value

Parental H4 3.8288 0.3530 399 0.3510 Reject null

attitude hypothesis

According to the results (see Table 10 and 11), null hypotheses for H4 cannot be accepted. Therkfoet dt
parental attitudess claimed asigh towards secondary level educatibperformance irschools inthe Negombo

sea beltSri Lanka. In order to further understand the levepafental attituden the secondary leves c hoo | s’
childrenaccordingio each dimension are posed below.

Table 12: One sampletést result

Test value=0
t df Sig. (2tailed) Mean difference 95% Confidence interval of the
difference
Lower Upper
IVD1 12560 399 0.00000 3.8156 3.7589 3.8723
IvD2 15,550 399 0.00000 3.8836 3.8334 3.9339
IVD3  12.000 399 0.00000 3.7873 3.7375 3.8371

The relevant results are shown in Table 12 and Table 13. According to the results, t value of democratic attitude
and protective demanding attitude are above the critical value andet Valrthermore, the same two tables
depicted that authoritarian attitude shows below the critical value of t. Accordingly, it is possible to summarize
that the PerceivkbParent Attitude have a moderate impact on secondary level educational perfornfisiwes-of

folk children in Negombo sea belt in Sri Lanka, but among three sub dimensions, authoritarian attitude is having
a week impact on secondary level education performance.

Table 13: One sampletést result

Variable Mean T-test result df Critical value
Democratic attitude 3.8156 0.3517 399 0.3510
Protective /Demanding attitude 3.8836 0.3580 399 0.3510
Authoritarian attitude 3.7873 0.3491 399 0.3510

V. Conclusion

Findings gained from the study introduced some important implications follgau@rginalised unprivileged
community development. In the light of these results, it can be concluded that parental attitude (three dimensions)
is positively associated with secondary level educational performance. This research demonstrates #hat parent
attitude as a form of social capital is positively related to educational performance regardless of the level of
individual sub dimensions. The research has shown that the academic performance of the students at secondary
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level school is associated clbg to the parental attitude by the father and mother at home. According to previous
studies, it indicates that the parental attitude in which the father and mother practicing will influence the
development of selfonfidence among students which in turifl imfluence the academic performance at school

as well. It was found in the research that democratic parental attitudes have a moderately positive impact on the
students’ educational performance.

VI. Recommendation of Study

Therefore, inordertoincees e st udents’ educational performance, fam
attitudes. Furthermore, the study was found that authoritarian parental attitudes and protective demanding attitudes
have a positive i mpa c ttweakly favolrable.sThewetbre, rsthgol prireipals,demchérso n b u

and education authorities might meet with parents and help families correct their wrong attitudes. School
principals might identify students with low se&lénfidence and need to conduct a-setftvation program for
community members. Missionaries in this area are a vital few to conduct a training program or religiosity blessings
with encouragement for child psychology, adolescence, mental health, mindfulness, and moral boosting in order
to developa strong bond between student and parents for a healthy mental mood during adolescence. The result
of this study can further be utilised for policy makers. The Ministry of National Education, municipalities, public
training centres and NGOs might offeeffe trainings in the form of informative seminars. Further, Researchers
would like to encourage future researchers carrying out a similar study on primary school and high school students.
And further encourage for future researchers to conduct the saayef@typrimary and higher education to find

the disparity in research findings.

VIl.  Implications of The Study

Pomerantz et a(2007) stressed that the effectiveness of both hbamed and schoblased facilities are methods
that improves academic perfoance. Authoritarian attitudes directed their children to achieve their desired
expectations under constant supervision. In this process, even minor mischief of children are not unheeded, but
are emphasized, and an effort is made to correct them. Chiidsed with an authoritarian attitude, either become
silent, docile and meek or resentful and aggne (Sargin, 2001, Ersoy & Ugur, 2015. However, most
researchers argue that in both cases the child is full of hatred an&reayand Ugur (2015 corcludes that
contrasted to authoritarian parents, parents that demonstrate democratic attitudes will extend more comfortability
in terms of social adaptation and educat{&nsoy & Ugur, 2015 . Aut horitarian attitude
independat character development and influenced by outside inspectamther theauthor elaborated that this
kind of attitudes will lead for children to increase violence level especially for boys and decrease the level of self
respect.

Family circumstancesacn pl ay a maj or role in parental attidt
longitudinal study conducted by DeWitt et al. (2013) revealed that students who reported to have parents with
more positive attitudes towards science tended to have higher edatatnd occupational science aspirations.
Fakeye 2010 showed that there was a positive relationshi
achievement s. They consider attitude to an iamdli vi dual
assert that ivaries from person to persdarsoy& Ugur (2015 stressed that these children are enabled to decide
for themselves and could not be able to do anything without asking others, and even they express their desires by
whining due to pooentrepreneurial skills. Since parents are not given an environment in which to improve their
manipulative skills, these children are embarrassing, inelegant, and show paonfidiénce.
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